Course Title: Introduction to Children's Literature
Course Code: ΓΛ0307
Taught by: Tsilimeni Tassoula, tsilimeni@uth.gr
Course Type: Compulsory
Semester: 1st and 2nd 
 ECTS Credits: 6
  
Course description – intended outcomes: The aim of the unit is for students to become familiarized and acquainted with the basic concepts regarding the development of Greek children's and adolescent literature, and the wider field of children's literature. The course aims to: (a) introduce students to the conditions of development and evolution of children's books, (b) familiarize students with types and genres of literature; (c) bring students in touch with fundamental and basic literary works and the representatives of children's literature;  d) introduce students to the basic theories and streams on children’s literature. The main axis of the course lies in the apprehension of the historical, social and cultural context that shaped the special characteristics of Children's Literature and contributed in general to the formation of the course of children's books in our country. 
Theoretical views concerning the child as a reader and their role in the interpretation and approach of children's literature are identified. Translations and adaptations of children's books.
Assessment
The assessment of the course includes: (a) written examinations at the end of the semester and (b) delivery and presentation of small projects by the students. The final mark derives from the combination of the above. 
Teaching method: Lectures, discussion - introduction of theoretical issues based on bibliography, study of at least 2 literary books by students.
Course set books and selected literature: Students will be assessed on the contents of the seminars (lectures, in-class discussion, teaching notes if provided by the staff member, websites to which the staff member will refer students during the semester, corresponding textbooks, assignments to be optionally prepared by the students, short compulsory assignments to be defined by the staff member in each case, as well as literary books to be selected by the staff member).
Keywords: Literary book, history, literary genres, authors, ideological criticism, fairy tale, short stories, children's poetry, teen and children's novels, illustrated children's books, intertextuality, translations, adaptations.
[bookmark: _GoBack] (Note: The course structure is subject to changes by the staff member)
Week 1
· Defining the concept of "children's literature"
· The necessity of studying children's literature; Literature and Education
· Basic references to the "child reader" theory.
Week 2 
· The birth of children's literature: Streams; representatives; works
· Children's magazines
Week 3
· Brief historical overview of the course and development of Greek children’s literature
· Historical diagram of Children’s Literature; factors and institutions that influenced the evolution of Children’s Literature
Week 4
· Children’s Literature after the 1970s: Key features; Literary genres and types: General.
· Prose and its types
a) Fairy tales: popular and modern; Their special features; Similarities/differences, representatives.
Week 5
b) Short stories: Conceptual definition; Representatives, projects.
· Reading Fairy Tales and Short Stories. Identification of their features by the students; The intertextuality in Short Stories and Children’s Literature
· First Assignment/guidance
Week 6
· c) The novel (in general): Children's/teen novel; Novel genres (social, historical)
· Key representatives and works.
· Reading a novel/Second assignment/guidance
Week 7
· Types of novels (continued) (ecological, science fiction, bildungsroman and others)
· Key representatives and projects.
Week 8
· Knowledge book (introduction, items, examples)
Week 9
· Poetry: Introduction; The main representatives before the 1970s.
· A. Poetry after the 1970s (streams); Key representatives and projects
Week 10
· B. Poetry after the 1970s (continued /streams); Key representatives and works
· Contemporary forms of poetry
· Limerick
· Haiku
· The ideogram
· Attempts by students to create modern forms of poetry
Week 11
· Ideology and Children’s Literature
· Examples
· Gender representation in Children’s Literature
· Submission of projects (mandatory)
Week 12
· Translations and adaptations of children's books
Week 13
· Course review
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